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Art: Optional Summer Project

	What is the Optional Summer Project?

	Figurative art 
Figurative art describes any form of modern art that retains strong references to the real world and particularly to the human figure.
· Look through the resources attached on the following pages. Read the descriptions based on the art movements.
· Can you link the style mentioned in the art movements to the figurative examples?
· There are 8 examples of different art styles but many more exist.
· To start select 4 of the art styles, over 4 sketchbook pages reproduce your own drawings of the figures.
· Title each of the 4 pages with the art movement e.g. Cubism, Expressionism etc. Draw the figures from the resources onto each of your 4 pages, if you wish, print and stick the examples next to your drawings. Look online for further examples to add to each page. Write about your work making specific reference to the art movement, key feature and use any media.
· To extend your work into the summer create more figure drawings based on your own choice of style,
     e.g. Figures in sport which could include: Figures skiing, Dancing figures,
     Diving, skating etc.
· Figures in fashion – photo shoots, designer drawings
· Performers, Music icons, acrobats – singers / musicians 
· Other art movements e.g. Modernism, Fauvism, Graffiti etc.
· Your work should be presented just like the figures depicted in the artistic movements, but in addition try to use some of your own photography to enhance your work. 
· Try to produce another 4 sketchbook pages over the summer.









	What resources will I need?

	
Art sketchbook
Internet research
Mixed media, drawing materials
Glue and presentational resources
Photography
Computer aided design



	Where can I look for more activities or resources if I would like them?

	
Look for additional resources such as Mixed media figurative drawing and Concealed figures to expand your sketchbook drawings and experiments.

Look at the websites for The Tate and The National Portrait Gallery, search for figurative artists.
Create your own photo shoot with a focus on moving figure, pose and human form. Manipulate your images with filters and effects using your computer.
Your sketchbook should show experimental drawings.
Explore figure drawing creatively.



	What will I be studying when I return in September and how can I prepare?

	Year 11
	Mock examination project titled Overlapping Figure. 
Your Summer work will enhance your mock exam and create a starting point for you to explore how to develop your figurative exploration into a final piece.
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Pop Art figures

Pop art is one of the most recognizable artistic
developments of the 20th century. The movement
transitioned away from methods used in Abstract
Expressionism, and instead used everyday,
mundane objects to create innovative works of art
that challenged consumerism and mass media. This
introduction to identifiable imagery was a shift
from the direction of modernism.
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Expressionist figures
(expressionism epressionism emerged

as a response to increasingly conflicted world views and
the loss of spirituality. Expressionist art sought to draw
from within the artist, using a distortion of form and
strong colours to display anxieties and raw emotions.
Expressionist painters, in a quest for authenticity, looked
for inspiration from native folk traditions and tribal art.
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Art Nouveau
Art Nouveau which translates to “New Art,” attempted to
create an entirely authentic movement free from any
imitation of styles that preceded it. This movement heavily
influenced applied arts, graphics, and illustration. It
focused on the natural world, characterized by long,
sinuous lines and curves.
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Impressionist figures (Impressionism)

Impressionist painters sought to capture the immediate impression of a
particular moment. This was characterized by short, quick brushstrokes and an
unfinished, sketch-like feel. Impressionist artists used modern life as their
subject matter, painting situations like dance halls and sailboat regattas rather
than historical and mythological events.
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Cubist figures (Cubism) cum s e,

and , who rejected the concept that art should copy nature. They moved away from
traditional techniques and perspectives; instead, they created radically fragmented objects through .
Many Cubist painters’ works are marked by flat, two-dimensional surfaces, geometric forms or “cubes” of objects,
and multiple vantage points. Often, their subjects weren't even discernible
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Surrealism emerged from the Dada art movement in 1916,
showcasing works of art that defied reason. Surrealists denounced the
rationalist mindset. They blamed this thought process on events like
World War | and believed it to repress imaginative thoughts. Surrealists
were influenced by Karl Marx and theories developed by Sigmund
Freud, who explored psychoanalysis and the power of imagination.
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Abstract figures

Shaped by the legacy of Surrealism, Abstract Expressionism emerged in
New York after WWIL. It’s often referred to as the New York School

or action painting. These painters and abstract sculptors broke away
from what was considered conventional, and instead used spontaneity
and improvisation to create abstract works of art. This included
colossally-scaled works whose size could no longer be accommodated
by an easel. Instead, canvases would be placed directly upon the floor.
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